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Position Paper

Definition:

“Homework” is defined as any task assigned by school leaders intended for students to carry
out during non-school hours.

Research says...

The effect size at Primary Age is d = 0.15 (for Secondary students it is d = 0.64) (Hattie). Most
researchers conclude that for primary students, there is no evidence that homework lifts
academic performance. There is only a small correlation between homework and achievement
in middle school (Cooper, 1989; Walker, 2011). Only in the senior years of high school does
homework clearly raise academic performance.” (Public School NSW (2012c)

The more specific and precise the task is, the more likely it is to make an impact for all
learners. (Hattie)

Teacher monitoring and involvement is key (Hattie)

Homework should be purposeful and relevant to student needs and should not jeopardise the
right of children to enjoy a balanced lifestyle (Dixon, 2017)

Effort spent on homework is a stronger correlate of academic achievement than time spent on
homework (Canadian Council on Learning, 2009).



Students need to first learn skills in class so that the teacher can ensure that they are
practising and internalising the skills correctly, before working independently at home
(Marzano et.al., 2001)

Children differ in readiness and developmental level. For homework this means differentiating
tasks to meet individual student needs. (Vatterott, 2009) (Bryan and Burstein, 2004).

For maximum success and minimum frustration...time-based homework (with students
instructed to do as much as they can in a specified time period). (Vatterott, 2009).

Students differ in their access to resources and technology.

Researchers have evidence for the positive effects of parent engagement on children, families,
and school when both schools and parents continuously support and encourage the children's
learning and development (Eccles & Harold, 1993).

Our Beliefs

Homework should ...

o Be set by teachers with input (at teacher’s discretion) from students and parents

o Be purposeful and relevant to student needs

« Emphasise quality not quantity - a model of time-based homework is encouraged (e.g.
do what you can in 20 minutes) to individualise tasks

» Be flexible and accessible whilst remaining relevant and instructive

« Be able to be completed, at least in part, independently by students

« Be monitored by teachers and timely feedback given

Homework should not be...
o Homework for homework’s sake
« Rigid or one size fits all
o Confusing to parents; support will be provided to parents via communication by teachers
and parent information sessions
e Onerous, arduous or stress-inducing for the children or their families

o
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